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ADMONITION 


T ©... 60 71 
Mr. CHUBB, 


To ſhew him how little Honour he 
hath done the Chriſtian Religion 
in two Papers lately 8 liſhed 
by him; 


Tho? one of them is called 


The G.ory of CHRIST. 


-— 
— — Ladd — TC 
ah —_—_—— 
"au or 


LON D 0 Ne. 


ted ths; Ricnagp Forn, at the Auge“ in the Poultry 
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Friendly ADMONITION 


1 0 


Mr. CHUBB, &c. 


el DDE ZHILS rational Man, Mr. Chabb, has z 


great Inclination ro inſtruct Men in 


Matters of Religion, as appears by 


on the Subject of Divinity. And 


100850 it is a Work highly pleaſing to God, and 


beneficial to the World, if it be done well. It 
appears to me, that this underſtanding and inqui- 


ſitive Perſon has with deep Concern bebeld, how. 
much revealed Ret: e has been abuſed by the Par- 
it; he hath ſeen with high Re- 


ties, which profe 
ſentment, that Some have put the leſſer Things of 


Chriſtianity 1n the Room of the greateſt : That 


Others have dignified their inſigutficant, or bad 


Opinions with” the Title of Chriſtian Doctrine: 


And that a third Sort have indulged their worlt Paſ- 
lions, and done infinite Miſchief to Mankind, 
under pretence of promoting the Caritas Intereſt. 


A 2 TT of 


Now it is a Calc ſuppolable, that this ad View 


the many Papers, he hath publiſh'd 


(4) 
of Things has proved a Snare ro him; and that 
hence he is led to fay fo much in Favour of Na- 
tural Religion, while he gives us a very Imperfect 
View of the Chriſtian Religion, to ſay no worle of 
his lateſt Writings. | . 

I ſhall therefore object two Things againſt him 
from his two laſt Papers, and earneſtly wiſh that 
he may clear himſelf in both Caſes. Xs 

I. That by ſome Paſſages Mr. Chubb ſeems to 
look on revealed Religion as a needleſs Thing. 3 
II. That when Fi Subject leads him to the im- 
portant Parts of Chriſtianity, his Accounts of them 
is very defective, ſore of the chief Things are paſſed 
over She, , noo oe 
But before I ſhew what is amiſs, I would let 
him, and the World know, how greatly I am 
pleaſed with his zealous Endeavour to bring People, 
profeſſing Religion, to imitate the nor Perfecti- 
on of the bleſſed God, eſpecially his Goodneſs. 
It may be obſerved of Mankind, that there are 
very few, who can content themſelves without 
what ſtands with them tor Religion; and it is ſad 
to obſerve again, how few know and practiſe 
what. 1s indeed Kelligiens. 
Iis very obvious, that too many of all Par- 
ties have agreed in this, that real Benevolence ſhould 
have but little Place in their Religion. Thus ſets 
Mankind in a ſad View: But certainly the Bu- 
finefs of Religion in Part, is the promoting the 
Happineſs of the preſent World, by making Men 
benevolent to one another. So far as we practiſe 
true Goodneſs, we make others happy, and out 
{elves too: In ſuck a Practice we are moſt like 
to God, and therefore it muſt be a very great 
Thing in Religion; and conſequently it is a no- 
ble Work, with all poſſible Zeal to raiſe in ie 


449 
the greateſt Eſteem and Love of this valuabl: 
Part of true Religion. 
And God forbid, that I ſhould ever diſcourage 
2ny Attempt of this Kind: But on the contrary, 
1 rejoice in whatever hath a Tendency to in- 
creaſe real Goodneſs : And I earneſtly beg it of 
every Man, that he would do his beſt to advance 
what is fo acceptable in the Sight of God, and fo 


happy to Mankind. I verily think there is need 


of all Help in the Caſe, for long Obſervation is 
Witneſs, how little Men are diſpoſed to be kind 
and good to one another. 8 ' 

But then, T am very ſure, that if Men are 
taught to neglect revealed Religion, Chriſtianity, 
che Goſpel of Chriſt, they will loſe the greateſt Ad- 


vantage, the World ever enjoyed, or thall enjoy, 
for the placing real Goodneſs in the Hearts and 


Lives of Men: Tt is this Apprehenſion, that 
gives me Concern, while I fee Mr. Chubb going 


about to raiſe Virtue and Goodneſs in Men, only 


dy the Light and Aid of Reaſon, 
The way of ſome is to run out in ſuch Ex- 


_ prefſions againſt Reaſon, as are very weak, if not 


wicked too: But Men are liable to err on the o- 
ther Side, by exalting it too high, and expect ing 


too much from it in Matters of Religion; Which 


1 fear, is the Error of Mr. Chubb, and] give him 
notice of it from that very Benevolence, he ſo 


much, and fo well recommends. Where, I think, 


ne is miſtaken, I pity him; and in the Spirit of 


the Goſpel I would ſet him right: And for his 


Endeavour to promote a god-like Temper in Men, 
I eſteem him; and with him all the Succeſs, 
which his Principles can attain. And ſhould 1 
be ſo unhappy to miſtake him, and miſrepreſent 
Him in this Paper, I ſhould be heartily grieved. 


8 


My firſt Objection is, That he ſeems to look on 


4 revealed 


1 
5 


(6) 

revealed Religion as a needleſs Thing : This is evi- 
dent by ſome Paſſages in his Paper, called a Vndi- 
cation of God's moral Character: Where he pro- 
pounds this Queſtion, If God is in reality a wiſe 
and good Being, from whence does Evil both natural 
and moral proceed ? And his Diſcourſe in Reſpect 
to this Queſtion, conſiſts of three Heads: Firſt, 


To lay before the Reader the ſeveral Kinds of Evidence, 


upon which the Truth opinions of God's moral 


Character may be ſuppoſed to depen £ 


Here he will not allow us to ſeek, for Satisfac- 
tion from divine Revelation. But it might have 
been ſaid in Favour of divine Revelation, that when 
it is once proved to be fo, it gives the fulleſt and 
moſt glorious Account of the moral Character of 
the bleſſed God. I wiſh Mr. Chubb did watch 


for Opportunities rather to recommend, than 
PP 


weaken the Regards duc to the Word of God. But 


my Buſineſs is not with this firſt Head of his 


Diſcourſe: Nor with the ſecond, which is 70 
windicate the moral Charatter of God, as to the Cauſe 


and Origin of Evil hoth natural and moral He hath 


performed chis Part with good Reaſon and Ar- 
gument. The third Head is, To improve the whole 
ro ſerve the Purpojes of Virtue aud true Goodneſs. It 
is from this Part of the Diſcourſe, I muſt make 
good my Objection, that Ar. Chubb ſeems 10 
look. on revealed Religion as a needleſs Thing. 

Now in Page 62, he lays, I am to repreſent to 


my Reader what it is, which conſtitutes true Religion 
A remarkable Paſſage follows. We need not run 
from Sect to Sect, nor from one religious Teacher 


« to another; we need not ranſack Hiſtory,nor be 
« atthe tedious Search of examining all the Evi- 
« dence, which every Miſſionary Offers to prove 


© his Meſſage to be divine: Nor turn over all thc 
« numberleſs Volumes, which have been written 


£ by 


1 


« by each religious Party, to prove, or explain 
What they call the Word of God: No, it is 
but to exerciſe that reaſoning Capacity, which 
cis lodged in the Boſom of every Man, and this 
© will enable us to diſcover with Eaſe and Certain- 

© zy, what we muſt be, and do to pleaſe God. 

When Mr. Chubb tells us, we need not run here 
and there to diſcover, what we muſt be, and do to 
pleaſe God; it had been very proper to have ſpoke 
one Word in Favor of the Goſpel of Chriſt, as in- 
ſtructive in this Matter: But he is pleaſed to lead 
us away from all Books, from all the Help of re- 
 ligious Teachers, yea from his own 1 alſo, to 
an eaſie and certain Guide, which is the Reaſon 
lodged in the Boſom of every Man. But will not 
the Reaſon brought out of the Boſom of one 
Man improve that, {which is lodged in the Boſorn 
of another? And will not the Chriſtian Doctrine 

beſt improve all that wiſely uſe it? 
_ * Reaſon is indeed a noble Power, a very great 
Excellency of our Nature; tis that, by which 
we are to be governed in a moral Way, and from 
whence we are accountable for our Actions, and 
have a Capacity of Religion; and to attain it, we 
can both examine the Natureof Things, and make 
uſe of the Word of God. But J have hitherto 
thought, that it is not ſo ſelf- ſufficient ro diſcover, 
and that with Eaſe and Certainty, without further 

Help from God's Word, what we muſt be, and 
do to pleaſe God; or how we ſhall be transformed 
into his Likeneſs, and come to bear the Image of 
his moral Perfections: And here I muſt tell 
Mr. Chubb, RN „% el en eg 
That ſome great Friends of Reaſon, and who 
have carefully examined the Nature of Things, are 
not of his Opinion. Mr. Lock enquires what 
need there was of a divine Revelation by «ſus 
: ky « Chriſt, 


(8) 
© Chriſt, and he finds that one Uſe was, to giye 
Men a clear Knowledge of their Duty. See Reaſon- 
ableneſs of Chriſtianity, Page 264. But could 
not Reaſon diſcover with eaſe and certainty their 
Du? This great Man fays, That natural Re- 
* ligion in its full Extent was no where taken 
care of by the Force of natural Religion; it 
© ſhould ſeem by rhe little that has hitherto been 
done in it, that 'tis too hard a Thing for unaſ- 
© ſiſted Reaſon to eſtabliſh Morality in all its 
« Parts, upon its true Foundations, with a clear 
« and convincing Light.” Page 26. 
Io Mr. Lock I would add Dr. Clarke, and 1 
mention theſe Authors the rather, becauſe I ſuppoſe 
Mr. Chubb may greatly eſteem them: And it is 
Certain, their Character is very high among the 

rational and learned Part of Men. Now this very 
ſearching Author obſerves, that the preſent State o, 
the World is corrupted, and therefore Men have great 
need of particular Teaching, and much Inſtruction, 10 
bring them to the Practice of the moſt neceſſary Duties. 
Surely this great Writer did not think, that there 
was lodged in every Man's Boſom that reaſoning Ca- 
pacity which could with eaſe and certainty dijecver what 
bee muſt be, and do to pleaſs God, He obſerves a- 
8 the very few, who improved their Rea 
ſon inthe Advancement of natural Religion, wer: 
unable to reform the World thereby: And from thele 
Obſervarions the learned Doctor concludes, that 
there was plainly wanting a divine Revelation, to re. 


cvver Mankind out of their univerſally degenerate Ex- 


fate, into a State ſuitable to the original Excellency of 
their Nature. I hope Mr. Chubb has read thglc 
Things at large in Dr. Clarke's Sermons, at Mr. 
Boyles Lecture; but then I am forry to find hun 
16 oppoſite in the Matter before us to the Sent!- 
meats of this moſt learned Divine, who hath jo 

Wel 
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well defended the Truth and Uſefulneſs of rhe 
Chriſtian Religion. I am willing to let Mr. 
Chubb ſee, what fort of Writers he is in Oppoſi- 
tion to, While he tells Mankind, that the Reaſon 
in every Man is able to diſcover with eaſe aud certain- 
ly what we muſt be, and do to pleaſe God. 

J would in the next Place ask Mr. Chubb, if it 
be not a very ſtrange Thing, that ſince every 
Man is ſuppoſed to have a Principle in him, that can 
with ea/e and certainty bring him to real Goodneſs; 
yet this Principle ſhould ſo little - in Effect 
among them, who are left to the Help of it. The 
Scripture in giving the Character of this Sort of 
Men, tells us, that they changed the Glory of the in- 
corruptible God into an Image made likg to corruptible 
Man and Birds, &c. and changed the Truth of 
God into a Lie, and worſhipped and ſerved the 


Creature more than the Creator; and were full of 


Fu, and Murder, without natural Aﬀettion, im- 
placable, unmerciful, Rom. 1. 29, 31. That they 
lived in Malice and Envy, were hateful, and hating 
ane auot her, Tit. ill. 3, Now if Mr. Chubb 

ſhould be diſpoſed not to believe upon the Au- 
_ thoriry of St. Pau,, that the Gentiles were gene- 
rally fach Sort of Men, he may find much the 
ſame Account of them in other Writers of that 
Time: But if he will allow, that the People who 
were without a divine Revelation, were generally 
ipzaking ſo very bad in their Temper and Prac- 
tice, both towards God, and one another; lying 
iu the groſſeſt Idolatry and Wickednels ; how can 
be think, that every Man is ſo mighty well fur- 
niſhed by meer Reaſon for the Practice of all, that 

15 morally virtuous and good? 1 

For my own Part, I look upon the Goſpel of 
hg Breda 6 
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Chriſt as a gracious and glorious Inſtitution, de- 
ſigned by the merciful God to relieve degenerate 
Mankind, to furniſh a faln World with very hap- 
py Advantages, whereby real Goodneſs may be 
reſtored in the Hearts and. Lives of Men. I ſee 
there direct and plain Precepts of Love and Good- 
neſs ; I behold them cnforced by the greateſt Mo- 
tives, eſpecially the redeeming: Love of God, and 
the promiſed Glory and Happineſs of Heaven; 
and recommended by the beſt Examples, particu- 
larly the perfect Example of Love in our bleſſed 
Saviour; and withal there is a divine Aid promiſed to 
render theſe Precepts, Motives and Examples, e. 
fectual to their End and Purpoſe. And in Conſe- 
quence of all theſe Advantages, how great, how 
ſhining, have been the Love and Goodneſs of 


tome Chriſtians 2 J am filled with Admiration at 
the Attainments of the Apoſtle Paul in Love and 
Soodneſs: And there was a conſiderable Meaſure 
of this bleſſed Temper in the firſt Ser of Chri- 
ſtians, who were fo willing and ready to relicy* 
the Wants of each other. And their Adverſarte; 


did remark, how much Chriſtans at that Time 


did love one another: O! that the ſame Spirit had 


continued to this Day, then Chriſtianity would 


have commanded more Reſpect than now it meets 


With, 
However, one Thing is true, that unaſſiſted 


Neaſon hath not yet brought forth any ſuch 


Fruit, as to be a juſt Ground of boaſting in i., 
Behalf, that it can with eaſe and cer/arnty lead 


Men to the Practice of true Goodneſs. 


If Mcn under a divine Revelation have becn 
defective in moral Practice, Men without it have 
been much more ſo: And if we grow diſpleaſec 
with the Goſpel of Chriſt, becauſe it hath been 


4 
* 


6 

{ſo little improved to what 1s valuable in Life, we 
have at leaſt equal Caule to be diſpleaſed with hu- 
man Reaſon too. And there are fome unhappy 
Writers, who reject both Revelation: and Reaſon 
upon this very Pretence, that there 15 nothing a- 
mong the Notions, and Parties of Men agreeing 
with either in Life and Practice, as they are plea- 
{ſed to fay : From whence they infer, that the 
World is as deſtitute of Reaſon, as of Kevelation; 
and that Mankind are no more capable of Religion 
and Virtue, than the reſt of their kindred Ani- 
mals. Thus the bad Practice of the Generality 
proves a Temptation to ſome, leading them into 
Atheiſm, or which is much the ſame, the worſt of 
Deiſm. I am afraid, that the Mind of Mr. Chubb 
is in a Ruffle with the Pretenders to Revelation, 

| becauſe they have not better improved it to the 
' Purpoſe of Virtue; but if he would grow as 
much out of Temper with the Pretenders to Rea- 
ſon on the like Account, he may find himſelf 
ſtrongly tempted, to give up all Principlesof Mo- 
rality and Religion, and lo may come to retain 
this only, let us eat and arink, for to Morrow we 
die. Vet from my very Heart, I wiſh him this 
great Good, that his Mind may be ever filled with 
an honourable Regard to haman Reaſon, and the 
Chriſtian Revelation, as being 1 hings perfectly con- 
ſiſtent, and happily united in the Support of true 
„ 

I have one Thing more to ſay to Mr. Chubb, 
upon his high Commendation of Realon ; it is 
this, if the Reaſon in every Man is able with eaſe 
and certainty to diſcover what he muſt be, and do to 
_ pleaſe God; if it can by its ſelf with eaſe and cer- 
zainty bring Men to real Goodnefs, and a godlike 
Temper, then it follows by a plain Conſequence, 

Ss Ras ob that 
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a needleſs thing in Ar. Chulb's Account, if he is 
conſiſtent with himſelf. eee e 
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that revealed Religion is not neceſſary, it is not 
a needful Thing. I have objected to Mr. Chubb 
in this Particular, that he /cems to look, on revealed 
4 ng. as a needleſs Thing, and J appeal to his own 


lections, whether that Paſſage J have conſider- 
ed dots not go a pretty Way in ſupporting my 
Objection. | 1 A 
But I'll produce a few more, which ſeem to 
ſet aſide revealed Religion as a needleſs thing: For 
Inſtance, * Would we then propole the Queſtion, 
© viz, Wherein conſiſts true Religion, and would 
© we ſeek for Satisfaction in a way, in which we 
might be certain not to miſtake; let us take 2 
© View of our Creator, when confider'd in a mo- 
© ral Capacity, and let us turn out Thoughts 
o 
0 
0 


upon ourſelves, and examine what fort of Crea- 


tures we are, and how we ſtand naturaliy related 
to God, and ro our Fellow-Creaturesz and 
then we may diſcover with Eaſe and Certainty 


63. And of acting agreeably to ſuch a View 
ſpeaks, This in ſhort is true Religion; this 
is. filling up that Relation we ſtand in to God 
and to our Fellow-Creatures; and therefore it 
is this, and this only, which in the Nature of 
the thing can, and will render us approveable in 
his Sight, pag. 65. Again, True Religion, 
which is the ground of divine Acceptance, be- 
ing nothing elſe, but the acting agreeably to that 


© Relation we ſtand in to God, and to each o- 
© ther,” pag. 67. Now if true Religion be 
oniy the acting agreeable to our natural Relation to 


God and Man; and if it be zothing elſe but act- 
ing ſo, according to the Diſcoveries of Reaſon, 
why then it, muſt follow, that revealed Religion is 


D 


But 


n! 

But if he will allow the Chriſtian Doctrine to 
be true, as he muſt, while he ſincerely writes a- 
bout the GLORY OT CHRIST, then he mult alſo 
allow, that there is a Relation between Chriſt 
and Chriſtians; and therefore it will be ſome 
part of our Religion to act ſuitably and agree- 
ably to that Relation. Is it a part of true Re- 
ligion to be in Temper and Practice ſuitable to 
the Relation I am in to this, and that Man { how Al 
much more is it a part of true Religion to be- 3 I 

have agreeably to the Relation, I am in to Jeſus 
Chriſt my Lord and Saviour? He is the Object 
of our compleat Relief; Jt pleaſed the Father that 
in him ſhould all Fulncſs dwell, Gal. i. 19. and 
We are compleat in him, Chap. ii. 10. He is ex- 
alted to univerſal Dominion; every Knee muſt bow 
at his Name, Phil. xx. 10. Men are unſpeakably 
obliged to him, and owe him moſt entire Subjec- 
tion, all Men ſhould honour the Son, even as they 
Honour the Father, John v. 23. It is remitted, 
that they believe and obey Chriſt, that they hope 
in and love him: And 1s this, with all the reſt 
of our Religious Regard to the Son of Cod, no 
part of true Religion? Can a Chriſtian ſay, that 
Religion is nothing elſe, but to ſee how we ſtand 
naturally related to God our Creator, and to our 
Fellow-Creatures, and to behave ſuitably to ſuch 
Relation? Surely Chriſtians are related to Jeſus 
Chriſt the Son of God, and their Relation to 
Chriſt is framed and fixed not by the Law ef 5 
Nature, but by the Chriftian Revelation. This e 
Relation to Chriſt is a very ſacred and important 
Thing, and our acting agreeably to it is honour- 
able to God, and happy to e and others; 
and therefore a proper Behaviour to our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt muſt be, in the very Na- + 


ure 
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tare of the thing, approveable in the Sight of God: 
How then could Mr. Chubb ſay concerning our 
„ acting ſuitably to the Relation we are naturally in 
to God our Creator, and to our Fellow -Creatures, 
that rig this, and this only, which in the Nature of 
the thing can and will render us approveable in the 
Sight of God? I am very lorry for ſuch Expreſ- 
ſions and Paſſages, which too fully prove what J 
have objected, viz. That Mr. Chubb ſeems to look 
on revealed Religion as. a needleſs Thing. . 
And yet I would hope, that this Perſon is ra- 
ther an incautious and inconſiſtent Writer, than 
an Infidel, becauſe one very late Diſcourſe of his 
bears this Title, THE GLoky OT CHRIST. But 
J have reaſon to think from that very Diſcourſe 
that he is to a great degree an imperfect Believer; 
and I moſt heartily wiſh the Increaſe of his Faith, 
1 and ſhould be glad to contribute thereunto. 
i HhBefore I come to the other Objection, I would 
| buy the way take ſome Notice of a Paſſage, which 
| I think is deſigned to repreſent the Faith of the | 
= Goſpel, and the inſtituted Worſhip of Chriſtianity, as 
| 3 being of little Uſe and Worth to bring us into 
| 
| 


N —_— 
9 2 * — : * r mg progeny — — 
. pn 0 eee * | * _ 
— 2 7 A * 2 25 _ : 
2 1 4 n . * 
» = EAN _ *7Z ys 6 2 > . 1 7 » he — F 


the Favour of God, for it is roundly. ſaid, that 
the ground of Divine Acceptance is not a ſtrong 
Aſſent to the Truth of a Propoſition, built upon 
a Divine Teſtimony ; nor a conſtant and ſerious | 
Attendance upon Ceremony, tho' of Divine. 
Appointment; it is not theſe which can poſſi- 
bly render us agreeable to God, that in the Na- 
ture of the Thing muſt ariſe from the agrce- 
ableneſs of our Tempers and Actions conſider- 
ing our Frame and Compoſition,” pag. 68. 
A Divine Revelation is now ſuppoſed, and 
b herefore the ground or way of Acceptance, ©! 
U being agreeable to God, muſt be what is required 
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in this Revelation. And let us now take for 
granted, that it is the Chriſtian Revelation, and 
that we find herein a Number of Truths propoſed 
for our Aſſent to them, and a Number of Cere- 
- monies, or Inſtitutions of Worſhip appointed for 
our ſerious and conſtant Artendance on them, and 
a Number of Moral Precepts ſet before us for 
our Practice of them; and let us {arther take for 
granted, which is the very Caſe, that aſſenting to 
the Truths, and obſerving the Inſtitutions of Wor- 
ſhip is the proper Means in order to our prac- 
riſing the Moral Precepts: It will hereupon fol- 
low, that a ſtrong Aſſent ro the Truth, a ſerious 
and conſtant Attewdance upon the Inſtitutions, and 
the Practice of the Moral Precepts, muſt go toge- 
ther to make up that Religion, which will be 
acceptable in the Sight of God, and render us a- 
greeable to him. To aſſent to a Propoſition in 
regard to the Divine Teſtimony, to obſerve In- 
ſtitutions of Worſhip in regard to the Divine Ap- 
pointment, and to practiſe the Moral Precepts in 
regard to the Nature and Authority of God, muſt 
be each one pleaſing and acceptable to God. It 
ſhould not therefore be ſaid of the two former, 
that they can't poſſebly, and of the third only, that 
it can or muſt render us acceptable and agreeable 
to God; for it 1s their being rogether, which 
conſtitutes acceptable Religion under the Goſpel. 
Theſe things then ought not to be divided and 
ſeparated in their uſefulneſs to render Men agree- 

able to God, and acceptable in his Sight: The 
Belief of the Truth, a Chriſtian Worſhip, and a Ao- 

ral Practice muſt meet in that Religion, which is 

required by the Goſpel, and will find Acceptance 

with God, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our prevailing Me- 
diator; and the one muſt be conſidered as the pro- 
4 bets per 
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per as well as appointed Means to the other. But 
49% little Regard Mr, Chubb hath to the Faith, 
and inſtituted Worſhip of the Golpel, will farther 
appear in his other Paper, which I am next to 


copſider: And ſo 


I proceed now to the other Point, wherein I 
object againſt Mr. Chabb, namely, That when 
his Subject leads him to the important Part of 


Chriſtianity, his Account of them is very defective, 
ſome chief Things are paſſed over in Silence, or op- 


poſed, 5 
And to make good this Objection, I ſhall con- 


ſider his Diſcourſe, called the Glory of Chriſt : 


The Text of it is in the Second Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, chap. viii. ver. 23. the latter part-— 
They are the Meſſengers of the Churches, and the 
,, 1 
After an Expoſition, wherein Mr. Chubb ſhews, 
that good and uſeful Miniſters of the Goſpel are 
faid to be the Glory of Chriſt, he takes Occaſion 
to diſcourſe on theſe three Heads: Firſt, what 
Wat the grand Purpoſe of Chriſt's Miſſion : And ſe- 


condly, how the Means he uſed were adapted to an- 
ſuer that Deſign : From hence, he ſays, it will ea- 
 fily and evidently appear in the third Place, what it 


is to plorifie Chriſt. See pag. 70. And as I pals 
along, I ſhall take a little Notice of one Place in 
his preceding Diſcourſe in anſwer to Mr. Bar- 
he two firſt Heads of this Diſcourſe, the Glo- 
ry of Chriſt, would invite Mr. Chubb to give a juſt 
and full Account of the Chriſtian Inſtitution ; 
but he hath repreſented things in ſo defective a 


Way, that the Glory of Chriſt ſuffers by it. 


| There is an odd Paſſage in the Cloſe of this 


Diſcourſe, pag. 98; © I ſhall not here make my 


oy... ſelt 
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© ſelf anſwerable for every Expreſſion, or mode 
« of Speech, which wy be urged from the New 
« Teſtament in the preſent Caſe : But this I do 
inſiſt upon, that the Chriſtian Salvation, or the 
Way which Chriſt propoſed to fave Men in, 
is ſtrictly juſt and rational, ſuitable to the Na- 
« ture of God, and the Nature of Man, and there- 
fore it is highly worthy of all Acceptation.' 
The preſent Diſcourſe of Mr. Chubb is deſigned 
to convert the Deiſts to Chriſtianity : And in the 
former Part of the preſent Paſſage, he ſeems to 
declare for Liberty of rejecting, I know not how 
much of the New Teſtament, which might hap- 
pen to be urged againſt him by a Deiſt: And 
upon this Principle he can make the Way of the 
eiſt's Converſion to Chriſtianity very eaſy; for 
Mr. Chubb and the Deiſt may meet where they 
pleaſe. Is this the way to defend the Goſpel, and 
bring the Dei/ts to real Chriſtianity? But he will 
in/jt upon it, that the way which Chriſt propoſed is 
ſaut Men in, is ſirittly juſt and rational: I believe 
it is ſo: tho' to pleaſe the Deiſts we ſhould not 
reject any Parts of the New Teſtament. And 
doubtleſs the better fort of Deiſts will think the 
ay is ftriftly juſt and rational, 14 nothing be pro- 
| poled to their Belief and Practice, but what they 
were perſuaded of before by meer Reaſon, which 
15 able to ſhew with Eaſe and Certaimty what we 
muſt be, and do to pleaſe God. Now if this, or 
what is very near it, be not the Caſe in Mr. 
Chubb's Agcount of Chriſtianity, I am much 
„„ en 
But let us fee how he repreſents Things in 
two of the Points propoſed by him: As to the 
tr{t he lays, The great End which Chriſt had to 
Pfoſecute, and for which he u ſent into the World, 
Es Coe VVV 


Pag. 73.76. 


rectly againſt God alſo. 


(18) | 
was to take away Divine Diſpleaſure, and to render 
Aen acceptable and well pleaſing to God. And ip 
Proof of this he cites ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture 
in the Old Teſtament and New, very proper to 
his Purpoſe : Upon which he concludes his firſt 
Hcad with theſe Words, from all which I think i: 
abundantly appears, that the grand End and Purpsſe 
of Chriſt's Miniſtry was to take away Divine Dif 
pleaſure, and to render Men acceptable and well plea. 


ing to God. See pag. 71, 72. This is very well 


ſo far, I have the Pleaſure of perfectly agree- 


ing with Mr. Chabb herein: But he proceeds: 


Secondly , to ſhew how the Means Chriſt mat 
uſe of were adapted to anſwer that Deſign, pap. Y; 
And before he propounds the Cure, he will ſhew 
the Diſcaſe, what it is in the Natnre of the Thing, 
which readers Men the ſuitable and proper Objetts af 


Divine Diſpleaſure, Now I ſhould think it is 8%, 


7. c. Sin of Impiely as well as of Immorality th: 


7 rauſereſſion of the Divine Law, as in the ſecond 


Table of it, ſo alſo in the firſt, i e. not living god) 


as well as ſoberly and righteonſly in this preſent 
World; but Mr. Chubb muſt repreſent in his 
own Way what makes Men the Objects of Di 
vine Diſpleaſure. And he gives us a long and 
rational and pretty Account, that one Man 1s e. 


lated to and depends on another; that it is very 
fitting ſuch Creatures ſhould promote the Hap- 
pineſs of one another; and that the neglecting 
this very Thing, and acting in Oppoſition to 
make Men the Objects of Divine Dilplealurr, 


Hut is Sin directly againſt our Neighbour 4/! 
that makes Men the Objects of Divine Diſplez- _ 

ſure * Methinks he ſhould have been equally carc- | 
ful in this Place to take Notice of Sin when di- 
VVV 
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Mr. Chubb having diicover'd the Diſeaſe goes 
on to the Remedy; #. e. to ſhew, how the Means 
Chriſt made uſe of became a proper Expedient to take 
away that Diſpleaſure, and to reconcile Sinners to God : 
And he will do this both megarively and Poſttivehy, 

ie 

Other Chriſtian Writers would here ſhew di- 
ſtinctly what Chriſt did towaras God in procuring 
Reconciliation between an offended God and offends 
ing Creatures: As allo what Chriſt did towards 
Men in order to the bringing them into the State 
of Reconciliation; whether by Keconciliation be 
underſtood Peace with God upon Pardon of Sin, or 
an agreement in Temper and Practice with the moral 
Perfettions of the Divine Nature, and being hereby ap- 
proved of God, 

But we muſt take Things as we find them, 
and I'll begin with what he ſays negatively, to 
ſhew how Chriſt did not reconcile Sinners to 
God: And, NY 

I. He did not reconcile Sinners to God by atting in 
them, and thereby deſtroying their Agency, pag. 77. 
We find it ſaid in the fame Page, that Chriſt con- 
fidered Man as a moral Agent, and treated with him 
as ſuch in order to his Salvation : And that as Man 
is a moral Agent, jo it is the right uſe of his Agency, 
and that only, which in the Nature of the Thing can 
render him agrteavle to his Maler. This Expreſ- 
fon in the Nature of the Thing is brought in at 
every turn, as if 1t was big with fome wonderful 
Matter, and was to be ſet up as the infallible 
judge of all Controverſies in Religion revealed, 

as well as natural. Tis true, That Revelation ne- 
ver contradicts the nature of Things ; but ſurely 

Odd can diſcover more than Men are able to find 

gut by their enquiry into the Nature of Things: 
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By a View of the Nature of Things we may ex. 
clude and reject what does not agree with it: 
We may farther thereby diſcover many Principles 
and Rules of Religion; but we can't by it fer 
Bounds to Divine Diſcoveries, for this would be 
the directly denying all ſupernatural Revelation. 
I was willing to drop in this Remark by the way 
upon an Expreſſion which is ſo often repeated. 

But I come to conſider Mr, Chubb's negative 
Propoſition, that Chriſt did not reconcile Sinners 0 


| God. by acting in them, and thereby deſtroying their 


Agency. It ſeems to me, that the latter Part of 
this Propoſition is bro't in on purpoſe to mike 
the former Part appear abſurd ; and therefore Mr. 
Chubb deſigns to maintain, that Chriſt does not at} 
in Men by his Spirit towards the reſtoring the moral 


Image of God in them; but it muſt be attain d 


by the ſole uſe of their own active Power, in his 


way of thinking. And that I have given his mean- 


ing truly will appear by what follows. 

When he comes to ſhew poſitively how Christ 
reconciles Sinners to God, he hath not one Word 
about any acting of Chriſt in Men by his Spirit. 


Had Mr. Chubb deſigned here on the negative 


Side, only to exclude ſuch a ſuppoſed ating of 


Chriſt in Men, as is inconſiſtent with their Agen 


cy, then ſurcly he would on the poſitive Side 
have propoſed ſuch acting of Chriſt in Men, a+ 


is cogſiſtent with their Agency: But he hath no: 


there a Word of this Matter. He is not only 
{ilent as to this important Part of Reyelation, but 


we lind him making Oppoſition to it in his An. 
wer to Mr. Barclay; And while he 1s writing 


gainſt a Quaker, he does ſo expreſs himſelf, as to 


write againſt the Goſpel of Chriſt, tho* my Can. 
dour would incline me to hope he did not ſee it. 


— * 


1 


In pag. L of his Anſwer to Mr. Barclay, Mr, 
Chubb lays, if it ſhould be urged, that God gives 
ſupernatural Ability for the Performance of that Du- 
ty, which he requires; I anſwer- and in this 
Anſwer we are told, that ſupernatural Ability are 
Terms with which Men amuſe themſelves and others 
by uſing them without any Idea. 5 

He is pleaſed to put the Matter into other Ex- 
preſſions for his Adverſary in pag. 39. but God 
co-operates with Man, and thereby enables him to per- 
form that good, which without ſuch a co-operation he 
could not do The Anſwer is, this may ve the Caſe 
in ſome Inſtances, but generally it is not ſo: Well, 
then according to Mr. Chubb, ſuch Men as are 
good do generally become fo, and practiſe the Chri- 
ſtian Virtues without any co-operation of God by 
his Spirit. He ſhews his Mind farther in pag. 
40. Beſides, ſuppoſe God does co-operate as aforeſaid, 
pet this does not add 10 the Virtue and Goodneſs of the 
Being he co-operates with: Why then it feems, that 
2 Man 1s never the better for it. I ſhould think, 
Mr. Chubb might allow, that by ſuch a co-opera- 
:10n the favour'd Perſon might carry his Virtue 
and Goodneſs higher than the generality do, who 

are not ſo favoured ; and conſequently here would 
be the adding to his Virtue and Goodnets by 
means of that co-operation. But the reaſon ot 
Mr. Chubb in the cafe is, becauſe the Virtue and 
Goodneſs of any Agent ariſes from the right Exerciſe 
of ſuch Power, as is exerted by his own Will and A- 

gency: And ſo he thinks there is no room for the 
Graceof God, for the influence and co-operation 
of his Spirit in the improvement of the virtuous 
Man. We are ſtrangely ſel f- ſufficient Creatures 
A. One of them will work a certain Art or 
Science merely out of his own ſelf. ſufficiency. 
5 „00 duc 
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m1 and rejects all help: But the Fruit of his Pride 
10 appears in his Imperfection. B. a Perſon of 4 
bit wiſer and more modeſt Temper accepts of all the 
(| help he can get, as to the ſame Art or Science, 
a hereby he greatly excells in it. I ask Mr. 
Chubb whether A or B is worthy of more Eſteem 


88 
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1 

it 


; | in the preſent Caſe, and which of them would 
19 5 deſerve the greateſt Praiſe? What a mean thing 
Wh - is this Divine Co-operation, that it can add no- 
—_— thing to the Virtue and Goodneſs of the Chri- 
5 ſtian! And if this be indeed the Caſe, tis no mat- 
. 2 ter whether the generality be favour'd with it. 
4 Mr. Chubb makes his Adverſary farther ſay. 
| pag. 40. the clole. But Man receives a Diſpoſitior. 
| | to make a right uſe of the Ability that he has, which 
— Diſpoſition he would not have without a Divine ſ#- 
” pernatural Operation, but would be diſpoſed to the 
=. contrary, He ſays a pretty deal about this Dif- 
| poſition, and ſeems to miſs the Nature of it. 1 
11 mould think, that the Affections are the Scat of 
1 it. Men are intelligent and active, this is their 
=. Ability or Capacity; as Mr. Chubb knows the right 
|= aufe of it is the Practice of Virtue, the wrong is 
It | the Practice of Vice: But Men are led to the 
| right or wrong uſe of that Ability by the Tem- 


per of their Heart, i. e. the Diſpoſition of their Af- 
fections. But Mr. Chubb ſays nothing of this, 
he can find no Diſpoſition that comes by Divine 
Operation, but only the preſenting Motives of Ac. 
tion to the Mind, pag. 44. Now here is ſome- 
thing again allow'd, but tis taken away preſently : 
tor firſt tis not always neceſſary to the Produttion - 
Good, pag. 44. Secondly, *tis not the phyſical nor ths 
moral Cauſe of the Attion that follows, pag. 45- 
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is | Nay ſtricth ſpeaking, it is not giving any Diſpoſu is: 
'F at all, pag. 46, Upon the whole let the Reader 
'F | > | 5 judo 
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judge, if it be not the Mind of Mr. Chubb to 
deny all Actings of Chriſt in Men by his Spirit 
towards the Product ion of Virtue and Goodneſs 
in them. — 

And indeed there is no need of Goſpel- Grace 
in this Matter, if Human Nature is not corrupt- 
ed, is not changed from its original Excellency. 
Mr. Chubb ſays, How does it appear, that Hu- 
men Nature hath ſuffer'd ſuch a change? Is not 
his Compoſition now as in the Beginning? Has 
he not the ſame Members in his Body, and the 
{ame Faculties in his Soul, and the ſame Exerciſe 
of thoſe Faculties? Wherein then is this mighty 
Change? Why herein is a marvelous Thing, 
Man has ſuffered the aforeſaid Change, and yet 
continues the ſame as before, pag. 46. So little 

Reſpect he pays to the Scripture Account of Hu- 
man Nature being in a corrupted State, and fallen 

from its original Excellency. VVV 
If it be ſaid in Gen. vi. 5. of Man indefinite- 

ly, God ſaw, that every Imagination of the Thoughts | 

of his Heart was evil continually, pag. 50. Mr. 

Chubb's Expolition is, the Balk of Mankind had 

corrupted their Ways before God, pag. 51, If be. 
ſaid in Ferem. xvii. 9. the Heart is deceitful above 
all Things, and deſperately wicked. Pag. 5$. he is 
lo juſt ro this Paſſage, as to own, it is here oh- 
ſerved, that as the Heart is the Seat and Source of 

Wickedneſs, ſo it is capable of one deſperate Piece of | 

Wickedneſs, viz. Deceit. Iſ it be ſaid in Rm. ili. 10. OE | 

there is none Righteous, no not one, pag. Gr. This 

Place is allowed ro expreſs the general Wickednſs of 

Manbind both among fews and Gentiles, pag. 63. 

And from Mr. Chabb's own Account of thelc 

Scriptures I may juſtly infer two Things. 


* * * A * A A 


( 24 ) 

Firſt, it appears, that a very bad Change is 
come upon Human Nature, it does not continue 
the ſame as before: No Man hath altogether eſ- 
caped Sin, and the generality have always becn 
deeply plunged in it. This univerſal Effect, that 
all are ſinful, muſt have a certain Cauſe, and Where 
can we ſo likely find it as in ſome great Diſadvan- 
tage for the Practice of Virtue and Goodneſs, 
which comes into the World with us? I am ſure 
the Scripture points our View this Way: So in 
Gen. vili. 21. the Imagination of Man's Heart is e. 
vil from his Youth, or Infancy : This is not ſpo- 


ken of the Bulk of Mankind before the Flood, but 


in Proſpect of all Generations of Men to come 
and riſe upon the Earth : Corruption of Nature 
is both #n#ver{al as to Perſons, and early as to time, 


The fame Truth is in Fob. xv. 14. What is Man, 


that he ſboulil be clean, and he which is born of a Ho- 
man, that he ſhould be Righteous * and chap. xiv. 4. 
IWho can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? not 
one. This is ſaid in reſpect to Man, that is born 
of a Woman, of few Days and full of Trouble, ver. 1. 


Six is as univerſal as Death and Trogble in all that 
live to the Age of Sinning: And I know not 


how Sin ſhould become ſo univerſal a Caſe, bur 
by our coming into this World under ſorne great 


Diſadvantage for the Practice of Virtue and Good- 


neſs. And as Moſes and Fob thus repreſent the 
Condition of Mankind, it may help us to under- 
ſtand the Words of David, Pſal. li. 5. In Siu 
did my Mother conceive me. Our Lord tells us, 
that which is born of the Fleſh is Fleſh, Joh. iii. 6. 


And by the Aſliftance of all theſe Paſſages wc 


may learn in what largeneſs of Senſe we ſhould 


underſtand Rom. iii. 23. For all have fiuncd and 
come ſhort of the Glory of God, Now if Sin be 


found 
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found in all Mankind, there is a ſad Change come 
upon human Nature; for Mr. Chabb knows, that 
God, who is a Being moſt powerful, wiſe and good. 
created our Nature without Sin, 

Secondly, I infer from what Mr. Chubb hath al- 
low'd, that there is great need of a ſupernatural Ope- 
ration in Men, or a Co-operation with them, or a 
divine Influence diſpoing them to the Practice of 
Virtue and Goodach For if the Ball of Mankind, 
were ſo very bad before the Floud, and if 
Wickedneſs has been ſo general ſince the Floud 
among both Fews and Gentiles, and if the Heart 
of Man be found a Seat and Source of Wickedneſs, 
ſurely there is great need that God ſhould Fe 
his Spirit to ſtop the Progrets of Sin, and reſtore 
Holineſs, Virtue and Goodneſs upon the Earth. 
it is by means of this divine Aid, that ſore 
have been holy and good in every Age; and 
the Reſt will be without excuſe, tho' they came 
into this World under great Diſadvantage for the 
Practice of what is holy, virtuous and good; be- 
cauſe it muſt be ſuppoſed, that à Wiſe, and holy, 


aacd gracious God is ready to give necdful Help, 


to all that ſeek it for the Practice of ſo much Du- 
ty as is made neceſſary in their various Cur- 
cumſtances, VV» 
But ſecing Mr. Chubb hath ſaid fo much in 
Oppoſition to a ſupernatural Operation of God in 
Men, or a Co-operation with them, or a divine 
Influence diſpoſmg them for the Practice of Vir- 
tue and Goodneſs, I will ſhew him what Mr. 
Loc; and Dr. Clarke ſay to this Matter. Mr. 
Lock in the aforeſaid Book, Page 289. hath theſe 
Words: To theſe I muſt add one Advantage 
more, we have by ſeſus Chriſt, and that is the 
__ * Promiſe of Aſſiſtance; if we do what we can, 


= Bo « he 
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© he will give us his Spirit to help us to do what, 
c and how we ſhould, *T will be idle for us, who 


know not how our own Spirits move and ad 
© us, to ask in what Manner the Spirit of God 


© ſhall work upon us. To a Man under the 


* 


Difficulties of his Nature, beſet with Tempta- 
tions, and hedged in with prevailing Cuſtom. 
tis no {mall Encouragement to ſet himſelf ſeri- 
ouſly on the Conrſes of Virtue and Practice of 
Religion, that he is from a ſure Hand, and an 
Almighty Arm promiſed Aſſiſtance to ſupport 
© and carry him through.” And Dr. Clarke in 


% A K A 


« 


the Book before-mentioned Page 194. ſhews, that 
one Part of the Buſineſs of Jeſus Chriſt our bleſ- 


ſed Saviour was, To procure the particular A{- 


© ſiſtance of God's holy Spirit, kh "ph ca be in 


© Mena new and effectual Principle of an heavenly 


and divine Life.“ I ſhall produce no other hu- 
man Authors, for if Mr. Chubb does not regard 
_ theſe, he will leſs regard ſuch as the learned Dr. 


Owen, and others of that Sort 
But hoping he yet regards the Word of God, 


wie will fee what is ſaid there in the Caſe: And 


we are told Gen. vi. 3. that the Spirit of God ſtrove 
with Men before the Floud. We are informed, 
that in after Times, when the Jews were in 4 
very bad Condition, they had this great Promiſe 
given them to encourage a Reformation of Reli 
gion, I will put my Spirit within jou, and cauſe gen 


= walk in any Statutes, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. And as 


Chriſtianity found the World under a general and 


great Wickedneſs among Jews and Gentites, ſo it 


exhibited this proper and great Relief, the renew - 


ing 17475 Spirit of God, The People who liad 
lived in Malice 
another, Tu, iii 3. were afterward renew'd to 


lalice and Envy, hateful and hating one 


better 
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better Temper by the holy Ghoſt, ver. 5, The 
Corinthians had been very immoral, but they were 
{anitified by the Spirit of God. 1 Cor. vi. 11. Mr. © 
Chubb knows, that real Virtue conſiſts in Good- 
neſi, Righteouſneſs, and Truth, and all thele are the 
Fruit of the Spirit, Eph. v. 9. It would be very 
eaſie to multiply Paſſages of this Kind out of the 
new Teſtament. 5 5 
Upon a View of the whole, how little Reaſon 
hath Mr. Chubb to ſay, that Chriſt did not recon- 
cile Sinners to God by atting in them As tothe other 
Words, and thereby deſtroying ther Agency, I take 
them as added to make Chriſt's acting in Men an 
abſurd Thing, which is a Stroke unfriendly to 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. As I apprehend Chriſtia- 
nity, there are in it among other Things of great 
Moment theſe two, Principal and diſtinguiſhing 
Points; a Mediator who reconciles Sinners to God 
by 'his Death; and the holy Spirit, who renews and 
ſanctiſies Men, and fo brings them to a godlike 
Temper and Practice. What Regard Mr. Chubb 
pays to this, we have ſeen: And that the other 
15 not rauch in his Eſteem will appear by his Ma» 
nagement on that Point 1 

1 have been very long on the firſt Article of 
the Negatives, I'll be ſhort on the reſt. 

2. Chriſt did not ſave Sinners abſolutely and uncon- 
 dirionally by any Att of Obedience to his Laaer Will, 
nor by any Act of Suffering. Pag. 78. Mr. Chubb 
hath fave Particulars, that are Negative, and in 
four of them his Expreſſion runs thus, Chriſt did 
not reconcile, but here it is, be did not ſave: Nor 
is the Word Reconcile found in his Enlargement on 
this Particular : If this fell out otherwiſe than by 
Accident, he did refuſe the Uſe of a Scripture 
Word, viz. Reconcile, where it was moſt proper, 
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for we were reconciled to God by the Death of his 
Son, Rom. v. 10. but this only by the Way. 
I ſhou'd not object againſt his ſecond Propo- 
ſition according to the Terms it ſtands in, aud 
as it is afterwards explained to mean, 7hat he ho 
continues obſtinately in Sin is under the divine Diſplea- 


ſure , notwithſtanding the Obedience and Sufferings 


of Chriſt This is very true, 5 . 
But J am doubtful, whether Mr. Chubb docs 


not intend to deny, that Chriſt really ſaves and re- 


conciles Sinners to Cod by his Obedience and 
Sufferings, In his former Propoſition, according 
ro the Expreſſions he might have been underſtood 


to mean, that Chrift does not act in Men in fuch 


a particular and improper Way; whereas he did 
intend to deny the Actings of Chriſt in Men 
altogether, as I have ſhew'd. In like Manner here 


may be ſome of the ſame Subtilty; bur if there 


2, I am concerned at his want of Openneſs and 
Plainneſs. It is here ſaid, that Chrift did not {ave 
Sinners abſolutely and unconditionally by any AH of 


Obedience, or Suffering: But if I may have leave, 


I would ask Mr. Chubb, whether Chrift did ſave 
and reconcile Sinners to God by his Obedience and Suf- 
ferings upon ſuch Conditions, and under ſuch Limita- 


tions, as ſeemed good to the Father and Son, and ahi 
are to be found in the Goſpel? Now if Mr. Chubl 


can anſwer in the Affirmative, then I muſt 25k 
hum again; why do we hear nothing of it, When 
you are telling us 5 how Chriſt did recon— 
cile Sinners to God? For ſuch is the Caſe, that 


there we hear not one Word of Chriſt's reconci- 
ing Sinners to God by his Obedience and Suffering, 
either abſolutely, or not abſolutely. This 1s 
very ſtrange Conduct in Mr. Chubb, if he believes 
that Chriſt faves and reconciles Sinners to God 9 
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his Death: And if he does not believe it, 'tis to 
very little Purpoſe to ſay, that Chriſt does not 

| ſave abſolutely by his Sufferings. Tis true, here 
is this one Expreſſion, zheſe (meaning the Obedi- 
ence and Suffering* of Chriſt) are highly ſubſervi- 
ent to Man's Salvation. Page 79. I wiſh this Paſ- 
ſage had been particularly, and fully explained, 
then all Doubts would have been clear'd off, and 
his Opinion whatever it be would have appear'd. 
| 3+ Chriſt did not reconcile Sinners unto God by lay- 
ing down a Set of Principles, and making Men i Aſ- 
ſent, or Diſſent from them the Ground of God's Favor, 
or Diſpleaſare. Page 79. From theſe Expreſſions, 
with ſome that follow, it appears, that according to 
Mr. Chubb, Faith and Injuiclity are nothing in the 
Caſe: What new Talk is this for a Chriſtian ? 1 
am ſure the Goſpel is very exprels, that Men are 
ſaved or juſtified by Faith. Rom. v. 1. And he that 
believes not, is condemned. [ohn ini. 18. And if 
je believe not, that I am He, ye ſhall die in your 
Sint. Chap. viii. 24. 1 
But let us ſee how Mr. Chubb can make Fait)bd 
ſucha uſeleſs, and Infideliiy ſuch an harmleſs Thing 
to Men. Why he ſays, that Faith and Iufidelity 
can be nd farther valuable, or deſpiſable and as to 
Faith it is no farther valuable, than as it 15 the cut o 
Evidence, and this cannot be the Ground of divine Fa- ke” 
dor: But why ſo? For if we ſee, that the Concli on 
Juſtly follous from the Premiſes, we are ſo far paſſive, 
ana cannot poſſibly think, and judge otherwiſe of it, 
than we do. O amaling ! Faith is too calie a 
Thing to be the Way into God's Favour ! Does 
Mr. Chubb ſpeak by Experience here? Has he found 
it fo caſie to believe the Goſpel of Chriſt ? But 
what if we are paſhve in Aſſent, and can't poſſibly 
judge otherwiſe, when the Evidence is clear, and the 
Premiſes proper, 1s there no pains in getting that 
„„ 4 = E vis 
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Evidence and thoſe Premiſes? Is there no Labour 
in clearing our Souls from the Prejudices, which 
indiſpoſe Men as to believing the Goſpel £ 

Now ſuppoſe Faith in the whole Buſineſs of 
it was ſo eaſie a Matter, yet certainly it is the 
great Thing neceſſary in order to a practical Com- 
pliance with the divine Revelation: The Goſpel 
cannot be obey'd, till it 15 firſt believed : And 
therefore Faith muſt be of great Importance in 
Chriſtianity, and is fitly made one Means of be- 
ing in the Favor of God ; and conſequently as 
Faith is found to be no uſeleſs, fo [fidelity will be 


| found no harmleſs Thing to Men. 


I would here put Mr. Chubb in Mind of the 
juſt Regard paid to Faith in Biſhop Foadley's 


Terms of Acceptance, where that rational, learned, 


and honeſt Prelate ſhews, that Men are ſaved by 


Faith in the following Ways. | 


1. In ſpeaking of Converts to Chriſtianity, 
he fays, It is their Faith, which ſaves them from the 
Guilt of all their Sins committed before this Faith. 

2. It is by believing in Jeſus Chriſt, that we 


come to kuow thoſe Terms, which are \offer'd by God 


for our Salvation : —— who otherwiſe muſt have 
wandered every one after the peculiar Imagination and 
Humour of our own Hearts, or our own Brains: it 
1s evident, that this judicious Writer had no Ap- 
prehenſion, that Reafon could with eaſe and certainty 


 ſhew Men what they mult be, and do to pleaſe God. 


3. Chriſtians are ſaved by Faith, becauſe it is th: 


Foundation of their Obedience — Faith is an attive _ 


Principle. — If we believe in Chriſt ſmcerely, 
2e cannot but obey his Commands and follow his Ex- 


ample. See Serm. 9. Now according to this Wri- 


ter, who certainly is no Enemy to Reaton, 


Faith 
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Faith hath a great Hand in bringing Men into the 
Favor of God. 
And the very learned Dr. Whitby hath fer this 
important Part of our Religion, Faith, in an excel- 
lent Light; he ſhews it to bea thing of great Uſe 
in Chr ſtianity, it being the iris of Forgiven- 
neſt, the Principle of Holineſs, and conſequently the 
oh into Favor of God; fee his Preſace before his 
Epiſtle to the Gal. From ſuch Authors Mr. Chubb 
widely departs in making Faith fo little a Matter in 
that Religion, which ſaves Men under the Goſpel. 
4. Chriſt did not reconcile Sinners to God by conſti- 
euring 4 particular Society of Men, and making Com- 
munion with them the Ground of divine Favor, and 
Separation from thera, the Ground of arvine Diſp leaſure. 
Page 8 1. PI let this pais upon Condition, that 
the Communion of Saints is not deny d, nor the vi- 
ſeble Profeſſion of the Goſpel made needleſs. 

7. Chriſt did nit reconcile Sinners to God by appoint 
ing gp Set of Ceremonies, and making the uſe, or ne- 
glect F theſe the Ground of divine Favor, or Di/- 
pleaſure. Page 82. I know not what Mr. Chubb 
may mean by Ceremonies, but if he ſhould intend 
fuch Goſpel Inſtitutions, as preaching, praying, 
and praiſing, with the two Sacraments, Baptiſm, 
and the Lord's Supper; Ithink the Diſuſe of theſe 
to be dangerous, and the proper Uſe of them to 
be a Part of that Religion, which is required by 

the Goſpel, and is acceptable in the Sight of God. 
It is the Buſineſs of them that write on the 
Subject of Divinity, not to make Religion, but 
to ſhew it: And as Things appear to me, the 

Religion, which is acceptable to God, and ſaving 
to Men, conſiſts in three rs. 60 as 1 fad 
before, the Belief of Goſpel Traths, the proces u 
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moral Precepts and Rules found in the Word of God, 


ſuppoſing and including at the ſame Time all the 
Truths and Rules, which can be obtained from 


TI am come to the End of what Mr. Chubb of- 


fers negatively, and I would make one Remark 
upon the whole; if Mr. Chubb had an Inclination 


toſpoint out the Miſtakes, the Follies, and wretch- 
ed Miſcarriages of too many People in Religion, 


he might have done it in a Way perfectly inof- 
fenſive to real Chriſtianity; then I ſhould have 


rejoiced in his Labour, and have been one of the 
firſt to thank him for it: But I think, that re- 
vealed Religion will ſuffer by his Means, ſo far as 
any are diſpoſed to receive as true and right all 
that he hath publiſhed. It is poſſible he may have 
Readers of this Sort, and therefore he ſhould be 
very careful what Thoughts he ſends into the 
World: But I am come now to conſider what 


he offers. 


Secondly, And poſitively to ſhew how Chriſt did re- | 


concile Sinners to God, and how the Means he made 
uſe of were adapted to anſwer that Deſion. 


I'll now repeat what I faid before, the» other 


| Chriſtian Writers would here ſhew -a{tinctly, | 
What Chriſt did towards God in procur'..g Recoucili- 


ation between an offended God and offending Crea- 
tures, and ſo ſpeak more or leſs concerning the 


Sacrifice of his Croſs, and the Work of his Inter- 


ceſſiun: As alſo what Chriſt did towards Men in 


order to the bringing them into a State of Recon- 


ciliation; whether by Reconciliation, he underſtood 


Peace with God upon Pardon of Sin, or an Agreement 
in Temper and Practice with the moral Perfection of 
the divine Nature, and being hereby approved of God : 
But there is none of this Diſtinctneſs in Mr. 


Chubb 2 
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Chabb's preſent Performance, and he knows the 
Reaſon hereof. 

But according to Mr. Chubb Chriſt did recon- 
cile Sinners to God. 1. In calling Sinners to Repen- 
tance, and in urying the abſolute Neceſſuy of that Ke- 
pentance in order to their Salvation. 2. In laying down 
the Law of Love, as the Rule and Meaſure of Men's 
Duty, requiring them to conduct their Lives, that is 
to ſay, their Temper and Actions by this Law, and 
aſſuring them, that if they do, they will be approved 
and accepted of God. VVV 

3. By informing Mankind, that when they have 
acted their Part in Life, and are gone off the Stage of 
Action, God will call them to an Account for their 
Conduct, and will finally acquit, or condemn them, as 

they have, or have not repented, and amended their 
2 as they have, or have not ſubmitted themſelves, 
and governed their Tempers and Actions by the Law 
of Love. V 5 

Mr. Chabb obſerves, That Chriſt enter'd upon 
his Miniſtry by preaching Repentance. And 
28 Chriſt preached the Doctrine of Repentance 
to the Jews in his own Perſon, fo he commiſſioned 


his Apoſtles to proclaim it ro the World: And 


they went forth, and preached every where, that 
Men ſhould repent. Then he ſhews, what is 
meant by Repentance, it is the putting off a ſelfiſn, 
brutal, and inhuman Temper, and the putting on 
ſuch an agreeable and uſeful Temper, as would 
render Men a Bleſſing in the Creation 
Under the ſecond Mr. Chubb obſerves, That 
the Law of God is a Law of Love, and this good 
thing Love is the comprehenſive Command, and 
the old, and the new Command: It is the 
Mark of our Diſcipleſhip, and the living a Life 
of Love, ſpent in doing Good to all around us, 
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is what Chriſt propoſed as the only ſure Way to God: 


Favor. 

And under the third, Mr. Chubb brings in that 
affecting Paſſage in Matth. xxv. Come ye bleſſed 
of my Father, inherit the Kingaom prepared for you 
from the Foundation of the World, for I was an hun. 


gred, and ye gave me Meat : Go ye curſed into 
everlaſting Fire prepared for the Devil and his Angeli, 
for I was an hungred and ye gave me no Meat. 

It is allow'd moſt readily, that theſe three 


Things are of great Importance in Religion: But 


yet this is a very defective Account, how Chri/} 


did reconcile Sinners to God, For here is no men- 


tion made of the Atonement, or Sacrifice of Chriſt, 
of his Obedience, or ſuffering as procuring Re- 
conciliation between God and Men : And yer 


wie read expreſly inthe Goſpel, that we were reconci. 

led to God by the Death of his Son. Rom. v. 10. And 
that God was in Chriſt reconciling the Worlaunto Him. 
elf. 2 Cor. v. 19. And to this End, God madt 


him to be ſin for us, who knew no Sin, that ue 


might ve made the Rightrouſneſs of God in him. ver. 21. 


Again, Having made Peace by the Blood of his Croſs, 
by him to reconcile all Things to himſelf; and you 
that were ſometime Enemies, yet now hath he reconciled 


in the Body of his Fleſh thro Death. Col. i. 20, 21, 


22. And that he might reconcile both unto God in ont 
9 Croſs. Eph. ii. 16. 1 
Jpon a View of theſe Paſſages, tis truly un- 


accountable, that a Man ſhould propoſe to fhew, 


how Chriſt reconciles Singers to God, and yet pals 


over them in Silence, as if the Goſpel had not 
ſpoke one Word of any ſuch Thing. It is there- 
ſore to be feared, that che are ſome of the Ex- 


preſſions and Modes of Speech, for which Mr. Chube 

would not ve n/werable, when they ſhould be urges 

wy 5 from: 
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from the new Teſtament. pag. 93. But then, and 
in {ſuch Caſe, whatever be the Views of his own 
Mind, it ſeems to me, that he does in Effect give 
up Chriſtianity, as being no true Revelation from 
God: It will beallow'd by all Men, who believe 
Chriſtianity, that there 1s ſomething Fundamen- 
tal in it. And certainly the Thing under pre- 
ſent Conſideration deſerves ſuch a Place and Rank 
in the Chriſtian Religion. I am ſpeaking of the 
Death of Chriſt, and how highly it is ſpoken of, 
and what an important Thing it is repreſented to 
be in the Goſpel, will fully appear by what fol- 
lows. We reid in Hev. ix. 13, 14. If the Blood 
f Bulls ſanttifieth to the purifying of the Fleſh, how 
much more ſhall the Blood of Chriſt, whothro' the eternal 
Spirit offer'd himſelf without Spot to God, purge your 
Conſcience from dead Works to ſerve the living God? 
Again Chap. x. 14. By one Offering he hath peyſetted 
or ever them that are ſanttified. This Sacrifice of 

_ Chriſt therefore muſt be a moſt valuable Thing, 
and the Cauſe of rich Bleſſings to the Church of 

God: And we may find two of themin ver. 16, 


17. J will put my Laws into their Hearts, and their 


Sins wil! I remember no more: The Sinners Par- 
don and Purity ariſe from the Sacrifice of Chriſt. 
That Forgiveneſs of Sin is the Fruit of Chriſt's 
Death is very plain, This is my Blood of the new 
Teſtament, which is ſhed for many for the Remijſion 
of Sins. Matth. xxvi. 28, &c. We have Re- 
demption thro' his Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins. 
Eph. i. 7. Whom God hath ſet forth to be 4 
Propitiaticn for the Remiſſion of Sins. Rom. iii. 25. 
And it is as plain, that Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, 
Purity and Virtue ariſe from the ſame Cauſe, our 
old Man is crucifled with him, that the Body of Sin 
TS „ 
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might be deſtroy'd, that henceforth we might not ſerve 
Sin. Rom. vi. 6. He gave himſelf for us, that le 
might redeem us from all Iniquity, and puvifie to him. 
ſelf a peculiar People 2.ealons of good Works. Vit. ii. 
14. Hebareour Sins in his own Body on the Tree, that 
e being dead to Sin, ſhould live to Righ'couſueſ,, 
1 Pet. 11. 24. I may add as a farther Bleſſing, how 
much our Prayer to God is encouraged by the Sa- 
crifice of Chriſt, Ve have a great high Prieſt, ho 
is paſſed into the Heavens, 2 the Son of Cod. 
Hes. iv. 14. Lei ns therefore come boldly to the 
Throne of Grace, that we may obtain Mercy, and find 
Grace to help in Time of Need. ver. 16. But ! 
muſt not forget, that Mr. Chubb's Rule of Duty 
is much promoted by the Death of Chriſt, The; 
ſhall look on me whom they have pierced and mouri:.. 


Zech. Xii. 10. It is a conſiderable Doarine of the 


Goſpel, that the Death of Chriſt is an Obligati- 
on to Repentance: And as to the other Part of 


the Rule, ſee Eph. v. 2. Walk in Love, as Chriſt al- 
fo bath loved us, and hath given himſelf for us, an O, 


fering and a Sacrifice to God, The uſe of this Sa- 
erifice is ſo great and neceſſary in Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, that to deny its Efficacy in reconciling Sin- 


ners to God is, I think, in effect to deny Chriſti— . 


anity it ſelf, How much therefore do I wiſh, 
that Mr. Chubb had given it a Place among thote 
poſitive Things, whereby Chriſt reconciles Sin- 


ners to God. 
hut as he hath not given the Sacrifice of Chriſt a 
Place there, ſo neither hath he given the Hyirit of 
God any Room: No mention is made of his O- 


ptration, Aid, and Help in our Ir to God; 
day, in other Places it is a Thing much oppoſed. 
e ” Nor 


| have kept the ſaid Rule, or not. 


. 
Nor is here any Word about Faith, tho' much 
Weight is put upon it in the Goſpel, in Reſpect 
to its ſaving Uſe; yet Mr. Chabb was pleaſed to 
repreſent it as a Thing of no Value towards our 
being in the Favour of God. And as little is 
ſaid about inſtituted Worſhip, tho' we read of 
being baptiſed for the Remiſſion of Sins, Act. 11.38. 

All that is produced in Anſwer to this great 
Enquiry, how did Chriſt reconcile Sinners to God, 1s 


only this, That he gave a Rule of Moral Duty, 
Repentance and Love, and did enforce this Rule by 


ſome particular Account of the future Judgment, 
namely, that God will at laſt call Men to an Ac- 
count, and finally acquit or condemn them, as they 

I would hint to Mr. Chubb by the Way, That 
he ſeems to form his Notion of the future Judg- 
ment by an human Tribunal, where a Criminal 


Caſe is tried by a Judge, who has only this Power 


in Reſpect to the Perſon tried, to acquit him, if 


not, guilty; and to condemn him if he be 


guilty : The judge is not ſent to this, or 


that Place, to reward good Subjects, and confer 


royal Bounties upon them. But Mr. Chubb 


knows, that Jeſus Chriſt 15 ſuch a Judge, that as he 


will condemn the guilty Sinner, fo he will do much 


more, a much greater Thing, than acquit good 


Men; he will Reward them, and confer divinely 
rojal and gracicus Bounties upon them: In this, I 
proper in the Caſe, _ 3 wo 

But the important Point of Charge is, That 


| only charge him with the Uſeof a Word not ſo 


his Account of Chriſtianity is ſo imperfect 
that he finds no more in the Work of our bleſſed 
Saviour, in reconciling Sinners to God, but oply 
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2 Rule of moral Duty, and a Motive taken from 
the Judgment to come. The Rule of Repertaxce 
and Love is exceeding. proper to our Caſe, and 


excellently Good in its ſelf ; and the Mol ive taken 
from the future Judgment is moſt weighty and 
affecting: A due Regard to the future State is a 
great Preſervative from that carnal Selfiſhneſs, and 
{ove of this World, that lies at the Bottom of al] 


Immorality. And therefore far be it from me 


to make Light of thoſe Things propoſed by Mr. 
Chubb, J ſee that they are greatly valuable: Bur 
let them be never ſo good, and uſeful, they do 
not contain a juſt, a full Anſwer to this Enqui- 
ry, how Jeſus Chriſt reconciles Sinners to God; be- 
cauſe there are other Things of equal Importance 
and Neceſlity in the Caſe, as I have ſhew'd. 
Mr. Chubb tells the Deiſt, That he will ini 


uon it, that the Chriſtian Salvation, or the Way 
which Chriſt propoſed to ſave Men in, is ſtricti juſt 


and rational. Page 98. The Man, who is with 


the better Sort of Deiſts, will readily agree, that 
the propoſed Rule of Duty, enforced by the 


Rewards and Pumiſhments of a future State 1s 
feriltly juſt and rational; for it is his own Religion, 
without believing one Word of Chriſtianity as 
revealed: See the Character of the fourth Sort 
of Deiſts by Dr. Clarke pag. 22. of his Evidence 
of revealed Religion. FFC 
So then Matters are brought to this State by 


Mr. Chubb; God is pleaſed to ſend his only be- 
gotten, and moſt glorious Son into the World, 


greatly humbled, and deeply ſuffering ro ſave th: 


World, and reconcile Sinners to God: But his Buti- 
_ nefs is only to tell them, what their own Reaſon told 
them before with caſe and certainty, in a ſhorter and 


ſuret 
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ſurer Way, by the Nature of . the beloved 
Phraſe: In which Caſe they need not have the 
trouble of examining into the Evidences of this Miſ- 


ſionary. 


If ſuch Information be the whole Buſineſs of 


Chriſtianity, methinks 2 Prophet, ſuch as 27oſes ; 
or an Apoſtle, ſuch as St. Paul; might have fived 


the Son of God the-Labour of his Preſence, and 


Miniſtration among Men: Surely ſome meanar 
Perſon, than He that is a Cod over all bleſſed for 


ever, had been ſufficient to call Men in the Name 


of God to Repentance and Love, and urge it by the 


Doctrine of the future Judgment. Ls 
But to come to a cloſe of this Paper. It ap- 


pears to me, that ſo imperfect an Account of the 


Office and Work of our great and glorious Lord 
and Saviour, is not ſufficient to advance his Glory 


in the World, and confequently the Diſcourſe I 
have been conſidering is not worthy of the Title 
itt bears, the Glory of Chriſt. F 
Ion Mr. Chubb is well furniſhed with Reaſon, 
bur I with him a larger View, and a better Taſte 
of Chriſtianity : I entirely agree with him in this 


Deſign, the promoting every human Virtue, and 


All that Love and Goodneſs, which ſhine in Goſ- 
"= * Precepts and Examples, and which are ſo 
ſtrongly enforced by the Chriſtian Motives, and 


are raiſed in Men by a divine Aid. 
And I think that every Man, who looks on 


Chriſtiani ry in a proper Point of View ſhould feel 


5 
his Soul affected with it, as that great Man Cicero 


Was affected with the Suppoſition of 4a futurs State; 
and he was much affected, as theſe Words ib, {f [ 


oO, £ williaply err, nor will I ever ſuffer rms terror, 


 Wherewith 1 am delighted, to be wrieng from e 


41D wW 


N Now the Goſpel of Chriſt not only gives great 
Evidence of a future State, but lays a noble Foun- 
dation for our Hope of an happy Eternity, and 
fills us now with a Part of that Happineſs by in- 

ſpiring our Soul with true Piety and Goodneſs, 
And therefore every real Believer in Chriſt 
ſhould ſay to his Fellow Chriſtian, Hold that faſt, 
which thow haſt, that no Man take thy Crown. 
Rev iii. 11. "Tre REN 
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